
At 33, young, free and independent Namibia
has crossed the line of demarcation from
youth to full fledged adulthood, with all the
responsibilities that come with that status
and, of course, all the accompanying rights.
Amongst these is the shared responsibility for
building the Namibia of everyone’s dream.
The semantics begin to shift away from what
we need or want, to what we can help create
(for what is positive and desirable) or help
undo or overcome (for what is negative or
undesirable). The young become the builders
as the older generation transitions into
enlightened observers, wise men and wise
women, elder statesmen and elder
stateswomen. For the latter, it is fast
becoming time to at last take time out for the
sheer pleasure of relaxing, enjoying
themselves and reflecting on the battles they
fought to liberate their land and people.
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Fundamental to all of this is that the process is not so much the replacement
of one generation by the other, but rather that one generation moves up to
assume the responsibility vacated by its own predecessors, thus creating space
for the new adults to play their role. For when the chips are down, it is not the
young versus the elders, but rather the young moving up to join the elders in
the increasingly challenging but exhilarating task of building the Namibia
everyone yearns for. It is a continuum. And in this foremost undertaking, the
young generation bring their energy, freedom of imagination and innovation to
join with the experience, knowledge and wisdom of the elders to create the
formidable force that no obstacle can resist, stop or vanquish.

With Namibia today at 33, that is the promise. 
That is the opportunity. 
That is the dream. 

Happy Independence Day.
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